DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 075 100 

TITLE 



INSTITUTION 
SPOtvS AGENCY 

PUB TATE 
NOTE 

EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



PS 006 459 

Title VI-G, ESEA, Proposal for a Modified Primary 

Program for Children vith Learning Disabilities. 

{Abstract and Narrative Sections) , 

Anchorage Borough School District, Alaska. 

Bureau of Education for the Handicapped (DHEW/OE) , 

Washington/ D.C . 

2 0 Mar 7 3 

58p. 

MF-$0.65 HC-'$3.29 

Curriculum Design; Evaluation Techniques; *Grade 1; 
Individualized Instruction ; Intervention ; 
^Kindergarten Children; ^Learning Disabilities; 
Models; Primary Grades; ^Program Proposals 
Alaska 



ABSTRACT 

A project emphasizing prevention of learning 
disabilities through early identification and individualized 
educational prescriptions was conducted. Children iclentified through 
a screening process will go from kindergarten to a modified primary 
class. Here, they will be provided with a curriculum designed to 
develop the skills needed for successful participation in first 
grade. Specific objectives of this project include: (1) Establish 
assessment procedures; (2) Provide instruction to selected 
kindergarten and first grade teachers in administering, scoring, and 
interpreting selected assessment instruments; (3) Screen 600 
kindergarteners; (4) Provide in-service training for five regular 
primary teachers; and (5) Operate four modified primary classes 
with-^n the Anchorage Borough School District. The model developed in 
Anchorage will serve as a training resource for university students 
and for teachers throughout Alaska. (Author/CK) 
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Under S<5Ction Title VI, of t;r^ Elanentarv?' and Secondary Education 
^ct, the Anchorage Borough Scliool District seeks to establish a model 
for \iorking with children in the pi:;'imary graders v?ho have potential 
learning disabilities. 

The main emphasis in the project is on prevention through early 
identification and jridividualizod educational prescriptions. Children 
identified tlirough a screening process vTill go from kindergarten to a 
modif i^ priiary class organized as a part of the regular scliool program 
but partially funded under special education « In tlie modified primary 
class ^ children vrill be provided with a curriciolm planned to develop 
the skills T'diich kii-dergarten ?^jnd first grade teachers designate as 
prerequisites to successfial participation in first grade- Within the 
general curriciiLum, an individual educationial prescription -begged on a 
thorough diagnosis will be developed for each child « 



The specific objectdveG set forth in the proposal aren 

1 . Establish assessment procedures v/hereby children with potjential 
learning disabilities can be identified in tlie regular school 
nroQram at an early age. 

Provide instruction to selected kindergarten and fixst grad^ 
teachers in adi;unistering, scoring, and interpreting selected 
a5:sessitvent instruments « 

3o Establish exnd onerate during tlie second seriiester of 1972.-73 
a pilot nodif ied primary class coixrposed of fifteen children 
enrolled in the first grade during the first semester of 1972-~73o 

4 c Screen approximately 600 kindergarten children for the purpose 
of assigning sixty children who e>diibit evidence of potential 
learning disabilities to four modified prirrary classes during the 
1973-74 school year. 

5o Develop an outline of areas to he included in the curriculum to 

be nrovided in the Title VI-G nodif ied priirtary classes and directed 
toiva^^d overcoTTiing the specific leerrning disabilities identified 
during tlie screening and evaluation process « 

Go Pro\7ide in~sei:vic3 training for five regular primary teachers vfho 
V7ill be assigned to niodified prinnary classes <> 

7o Operate four modified priinary classes within, tlic Annhore^yo rv^rough 
School Disteict in vMch tlie ciMrriculum outline developed under 
Objective #5 will be follovzed and in which individually prescribed 
educational programs will be provided within the areas of the 
ajrriculum outline • 
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o« Ccx^nerate v/ith tlie Alas]-;a De^-^rtnAent of rducciid.or. in Infonaing 

rxDtential rcnlicatJ.on districts concernijig ?:creeninq prcx:edures for 
locatirq c?ail'Jrar. v;it-i notentj,al leamlnc; disal^ilities at ttie 
Icirviercjarten or beginni:ig fixst grade level an.! onerating uxxJif ied 
prinary classes clesigiied to alleviate soecific learning disa.bilitjes . 

'.\lie r.YDdel dev^Io^/3d in ;'mchDraqe r-dll serve as a trciin±ng resource for 
university sturlents and for teacjiers tiirougliout Alaslr.a v;lio are serving 
childr.'^ vdth specific leciming disabilitiewS. 



NARTiATIVE OF TITLE VI ESEA 

I. Current Status 

There are about BO, 000 chil.drGn of legal school age in Alaska. 
Approximately G2,000 of thenn are in elementary school. Over 
half of all elementary students in the state are in the 
Anchorage Borough School District, The Greater Anchorage ^rea 
Borough School District enrollment has gro^m from i^^OOQ in 
the 1951-62 school year to apnroximately 34,000 at the present 
dateo The Greater Anchorage Area is the population center of 
the f5tate* Over one seventh of the special education nomilation 
in this district is composed of students who come from districts 
throughout the State. 

Alaska State LciV7s, Section 14.30.351, define "exceptional 
children*' as children., who differ markedly from their 
peers to the degree that they are better served by place- 
ment in a special learning Program designed to serve 
their particular exceptionality « 

It further defines "children with learning disabilities" 
as those children who exhibit disorders in one or more 
of the basic learning processes involved in comprehending 
or using expressive or receptive lanquage and who may 
require special facilities, equipment or methods to make 
their educational program effective. 
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'^•i-re ar^- anr,ro:ri tely SO'i-AlO Alas'-an --u^il^ nresentlv 
i^^^^^inti-ei^^ as learnina -"^ir..-:^^ ler^ , r^^ucational nrogramnina 
aroun-1 the stato in the ama of l^^^xn^rnn d5-sa;::>ilities 
ten/*^3 to br= ^el C' 'Contain3^'; ar.-^ s^^^re'^at'^r? „ in almost 
all oar^^s nroqranraincr coTild be r^efine'l as re^er'ial and 
after the fact., rather than nr^vent^.ve or nrescrl'^^tive 

It pronor^ed that thi.^ rrrant ^'7ill rjrovide a ^;Oc''iel for 
early assessment ar?/! intervention that can he renl icated 
throughout the ntate,. 

"he Aias^'-.r^. Htate He^art^e-o.t of ^^-^.ucation feelr; th'^t 
educational nlacer-ent of children V7ith learning c^isabilities 
must reflect their learnint-;^ strengths an \.rell as deficits... 
(any learning ^.isahle^. c^il^^ren can befirit be educated by 
re^^^ainina in rer^ular c3-asf:; and receivinc '^ri-'-mortivG 
serviceo ^or other children, hovrever, it necessary 
to provide a nore snecialised educationa]. environment. 
Several alternatives for educational nlaceroent of learning 
disabled mioils should be nrovided in all Masban school 
districts o These alternatives nust reflect a thorough 
evaluative and "diagnostic nrocedure to provide apnro-* 
nriate instructional nrorrrammina for learninr^ disable^*? 
nuoils o 



PROGRAM D.'^SCniPTIO'T 

"?-he ^^nchoraae P-orough -^^chool District is curr^ntlv con- 
r^tructina a Center for L'=iarner Assistance vjhich vHll he 
onen to stucJents ^"?uring thc^ first ser.iester of 1*^73 7^ school 
\rea.r o {Please nee apnen-"^ix I an^-l apnen'^ix II for cliaqrams 
of tho •^'^ronosed noclolc) 

A ^lajor coranonent o£ thc?.t center vrin be dc^vot^^r! to the 
er>tablishment of a model for t'le evaluation of kin'-^iercjarten 
and first grade childr.^n for the nurno!«e of i:1entif yinr^ 
tho^^e children vrith notential specific learning disabilities 
and nrovidinq nrocrrar?.^ directed to their needs. The center 
T-zill be structured that nersonnel fron other di-^tricts 
throughout the state vri.ll have an opportunity to observe 
materials and techniaues ei'nnloved in the processr^s of the 
center o "The follo^-rina staff vjill be required for de'^r.'?'' oping 
and im-olonenting the model program under Title VI- C o 

l?7?-73 

A. T.^ro- Title VI -G funds 

lo Project Director (f iall-time) 

2 o Psvchological .^valuation 
»*5r>ecialist (half-time) 

3« Learning Disahilitier? Snecialist 
(2 1/2 nionths at half-tirae and 
6 1/2 months at full^-time) 

4 . Secretary (half • -time) 

Bo Prort local district funds 

1. One certified teacher for modified 
priirary class (second seinester) 

2. Personnel for Psychological evaluations 



1073 -7^ 

\. ^con '*:'itla ^^j..,'- funrrs 

.1 . Project Oiroctor (f ull-t.lTrio) 

2„ Learninq Disa'^ilitioG '^o^cip.list 
(full -tine) 

3c Secretary (^alf tine) 

Prom local -J^.istrict funds 

lo :^our certj.fir^^ tGac''?.ers for moclifio-^ 
pririary classes (bot^i semesters) 

2 . ''Personnel for n^ychological evaluations 

The ira jor objective of this grant is to establish anr^ operate 
a noclel center for orimaj^^y aqed school children v;ho ar::^ -octen-- 
tially learninrr disabler?, Su}.. ohjoctives are as follo^"^s- 

197/! -^73 

Objective. '}! - ristablish asr>e5S^ent procedures whereby 
children vith potential learning disabilities can 
identified in the regular school -nrogram at an early aqe«. 

Imn 1 enen t a t ion 

The Specialist in Psychological Evaluation and the 
Project Director V7ill be responsible for establishing 
the initial screening and assessment nrocedure . 
During th.e months of Sentember through Hecember^ 1972^ 
samples of behavioral checklists a3id readiness tests 
will be nurchased or borrox-reda Several professional 
references concerning evaluation and. learning dis-- 
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abilities vill be obtaine-:^ . Six to ten characteristics 
TThiC'i are generally consi'iered authorities to be 
in^'^icative of learning disabilitv t-hii be desianater\ 
anri a syste?Ti whereby prinary teachers can indicate 
their a'rj.sesnynent o^ the children in their clr?.r5seG 
vjith reaard t^;) these ch.aracteristic -^ill be clsviser^ » 
Anoropriate coimncrcial instruments v/ill bo nnrc^a'^pr? , 
and a ^creeninq orocess, v/ill be develone-^l for iden- 
tifying kindergarten and first grade children T-;ith 
potential learning disabilities. Alternate forms of 
instruments v/ill be nrovided and alternatives ^7ill be 
included in the screening process to allov; children 
to be i<^en.tified for the project durino either kinder- 
garten or first grade. 

Children will normally he identif ie-""^ for the modified 
nrimarv classes near the end of their ]-.indergarten year., 
rio^'jever.. the alternatives T'rill alov; children vrho ^ere 
missed during the kindergarten screening to be added 
to the nrogram, at the beginning of first grade,. The 
alternatives in the screening and identification 
process v/ill also na]:e it possible to operate a pilot 
class during the second semester of 197?--73 for fifteen 
children TTho are currently enrolled in first grade. 



The scre'^ning nrocess, including anv co-rnercial 
in<=?trurn3nts, t-rill b.'^* ^av^^loned in such a manpj^r 
that it can ha us'^d hv regular priir.ary tr^ach^rs 
i7it)i a ninimum of supervision an^ special training. 

Evaluation 

Each teacher v^ho r)articioates in the '^creenina anci 
i^jentif ication nroceso vjill be a^he'^ to corpnlete an 
evaluation questionnaire after ucina the -nroceso. The 
iter^n on the auestionnaire vrili 'leal with the ar'ou.nt of 
supervision and train5.-ng needed to enable t'le teacher 
to use the process, ho\'y easy it is to u^e., an^^ ho^.r 
accurate the teacher consiriers it to be in ir^:intif ^''inn 
children v/ith learning disabilities ^he itens will 
be in rriultinle -choice forn with two favorable and 
t^7o unfavorable choicer^ for each iter;. If nn% of the 
total resnonses are favorable, the objective will have 
been TPet « 

"■■"ith tb^e excentio . of the children in the nilot class 
which will be operated d'aring the second seniester of 
1^72 7?^ each child in the nrogram will receive a 
thorough educational and ps;'«^chological evaluation at ■ 
sono ti^.e during his year in a modified prinary 
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groiin. Appropriate instruraents for obt^iining precise 
diagnostic data could inclurle: 

A.> nasic Concept Inventory 

Beery--Buktenica Developmental Test of Visual 

''lotor Integration 
Cc Bf=5ndGr .^^isual-' totor Gestalt Test 

D. Detroit Tests of Loarnina Antitudo 

E, Durrell Analvsis of Reading Difficulty 
Po FrostiQ- Developmental Test of Visual 

Perception 
Go Goldman -Fristoe-TJoodcock Auditory 
Discrimination Test 

H. Goodenough - Harris Dravring Test 

I. Illinois Test of Psycholinguis tic Abilities 
Jo 'lills Learnina 'lethods Test 

>lorthwestern Syntax Scre'^ning Test 

Lc Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test 

TL Preschool Language Scale 

Nc Wechsler Preschool and Primary Scale of 
Intelligence 

0, ^^Tenman Auditory '"discrimination Test 

Po l^ido Range Achievement Test 
The results from tests administered during the screening 
process will be compared with the results from tests 
administered as part of the complete evaluation to 
determine what percentage of the children who were 
screened into the program would also qualify for the 



program on the basis of the thorough evaluation « 
Objective ^'-2 

Provide instruction to selected kindergarten and first 
grade teachers in administer ino rjcorincf, and interpreting 
selected assessment instruments and demonjstrate additional 
techniques for identifying tho children to be included 
in the modified primary classes to be provided under 
Title VI-'G. 

ImolGinentation 

After the selection of instruments and the develop- 
ment of the Gcreeninq process, the Specialist in 
Psychological Evaluation v/ill be responsible for 
mf^eting with the teachers who will be involved with th^ 
program to acquaint them vjith tests and other iden- 
tification techniaues. These could include both 
formal and informal means of assessment in such 
areas as eye-hand coordination ^ facility in language 
usage, visual and auditory perceptions discrimination 
and memory^ and in recording observational datao 

Evaluation 

A project log in which entries are made at least once 
a V7eek will be kept. Notations vrill be included 
describing the meetings vjith project teachers in 
which techniques for identifying children with 
specific learning disabilities v/ere presented or 
described. Copies of all agendas worksheets, hand- 
outs, etc, will be keDt on file^ 

ERIC 



Objective "'3 

rstablish an-*^ oner.: t^. '^Uirinn t!.i::- second serioster of l''7?--73 
a nilot 'p^odif.i^,'^ nri^ary clas*:; coiTOOsed of fifteen chil-^^ren 
r.Tho vroro ^nrollef"^ in the firot cyracTo c-.urina tb--" i^irst 
rsev/y^ 7 3.. 

Xr^'-^l e^^'entatio n 

Durinq tbe nontb of .lovember . 1^7?., the. Title VI--- 
nroject will be dGscribe^''. by menbers of the nroject 
staff at a meetina of the nrincinals of the sc^"iOOl5 
in ^r3a C of the ''.nchorage "^orouqh School Oi-^trict. 
(Plea.qe see "Vnnen^.ix III for a li^5t of the schools in 
Area 0.) The princinal^ will be aslcecl to co^^nlete a 
cfuestionnaire ^^hic^i will indicate; 

A. Tor the nilot cla^^f^ to be operated during 
197?-73 

!• The nrincipal's desire to have the nilot 
cla'=;s in the school for which he is re- 
sponsible 

2-. The availabilitv of ader^uate snace for the 
nilot clasi; 

3a. An e<5tinate of the number of children in 
firr,t arade who miaht be eli^-^ible for 
the pilot casss 

4« The principal's willingness to reassign^ 
if necessary, a teacher in his building 
to teach the nilot modified primary class 
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5, T'^.r^ extent to ^/hich furniture, ecruioment , 
anr" ^^v:iterial'^> ^;oul^^ ^-^e availa'.^le for u^g 
in the ••^^odifiecT prir.arv class to supnlenent 
ihG material*^ and equipment to bo orovid^^d 
under Title '^I-G 
Bo For the four modifier], orii^arv classes to ^'^i 

operatec'. during 1573-7^ i 

lo The princinal ' s -'/illingness to havc^ the 
school for which he is responsible 
participate in the Title VI- G Projp.ct 
durincT the 1I73-74 school year 

2o The availability and type of space to 
be allotted to a modified primary class 

3o An estimate of the number of children in 
kindergarten x;ho might be eligible for a 
modified primary class to be onerated 
during 1973* -74 

4.0 The princi-pal " s v/illingness to reassign, 
if necessary r a regular primary teacher 
to the modified primary class and to 
allow her to work under the supervision 
of the Title VI-G project staff 
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5. The extent to -/hich furniture, anuipv:^-nt, 
and materials ttquIcI be availa^^le for use 
in a nodifif^c"^ orin.ary clas,<:? during 1P73 74 
to supnl-i^nent naterials and eauinment to h 
provided uit'A Title VI-G funds, 

'''he resnonses on the rruestionnaires v;ill be considered, 
aloncr vith other factors such as availability of hn<^ 
transDortation in docidina ^ron VThic'-* school or schools 
children vill be selected for the p:lot class and in 
selecting the building in which the pilot class ^-n.ll be 
o'oerated from mid-term until the end of the 197.?-73 
school yearo 

During December, 1972, the Psychological Evaluation 
Specialist vrill instruct the first grade teachers in 
the school or schools t/hich will be involved with the 
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nilot class in the scrsening and ic^.entif ication process 
!7liich is dovelooed by the project staff., The screening 
process used for identifying the children to be assianed 
to the pilot class vrill, o£ necessity, be less f->ophisticated 
and precise than the screening orocess VThich v»'ill be used 
to identify kindergarteners at the end of the ^^chool year 
for inclusion in the raodified primary classes to be operate^! 
under Title-: VI-G during the 1973-74 school year. The first 
crrade teachers v/ill use the process in screening the children 
in their respective classes for the ourpose of identif^>inq 
the snecific fifteen children who v/ill narticinat*^ in the 
nilot class. The teachers vrill be responsible for admin- 
istering and scoring all tests and for suiPinarizincf the re- 
sults under the supervision of the Specialist in Psychologica 
Evaluation. In the event that more than fifteen children are 
identified as b^ing eligible for the pilot class / the final 
decision regarding the membership of the class vjill be made 
by the ?^necialist in Psychological Pvaluation. x-rith the 
approval of the Project Director and after contacting the 
child's parents. 

Prior to January 1, 1073, the Learning Disabilities Snecialis- 
vjill develop a preliminary list of skills vrhich are considere( 
to be prerenuisites to a child's successful participation in < 
regular first grade o The list of skills r-Till be organized 
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a55 an outline of the curriculum wliich will be f ollov;er'. in 
modified nrin^ary class and rrill he consistent with the 
specific characteristics and test iteirs which are assunr-d 
to signify potential learning disabilities in the screening 
process „ The outline vjill consist of the general areas to 
be included in the curriculum for the four nodified priinary 
classes vrhich will be in operation during the 1973-74 school 
year. However, the details v/ill not necessarily be complete 
at the tine that the pilot class is begun. M.aterials and' 
equipment designed to iwrove the specific skills vrhich are 
included in the curriculum outline v;ill be pruchased or 
borrov/ed „ 

Prior to nid-ter^ of the 1972-73 school year, the Learning 
Disabilities Specialist will be responsible for meeting with 
the teacher of the pilot modified primary class for the 
puroose of irstructina her concerning the rationale for the 
classr the curriculum to be follov/ed, the use. of any special 
eauinment and materials, and any teaching techniaues which 
are particularly appropriate for children with learning 
disabilities o 

During the first three veehs after the children are assignee 
to the pilot class the Specialist in Psychological Evaluati< 
and the Learning Disabilities Specialist v/ill assist the 
teacher of the class in making a precise diagnosis of the 
strengths and deficits of each child in 
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the qroun and in cleveloning inrTividuai^ educational 
prescrintions v/hich are conv^istent irith the eciuca.tional 
diagnoses o Durinq the tine that a child is in the clasj5, 
the najority of "^if^ activities and assignments within 
the qerneral curriculum, will follow his individual 
T^rescription and will reflect his unique learning strengths 
and specific deficits. Records v/ill be kent by the teacher 
on forms provided by the project staffs These fornis will 
indicate the results on any psychological or educational 
tests which are administered;, the educational nrogram to 
be providG'1 for the child ^ and the child's procrress in the 
areas included in his individual nroaran, 

After tVie class is organi^.nd^ the Learning nisahilities 
Snecialist will spend one day per Tree]': in the clasTroor* 
working vrith the teacher, and occasionally worl-.ing 
directly with the chilflren;, for the purpose of assuring 
that the pilot class is actually providing a specialized 
currxculun desi'^ned for the children v/ho are assign^^^d to 
the class and that the individual nrescriptions are being 
f^Xlov/edo 

The ft^lloxrinq placement alternatives will be available after 
a chil^"^ ^las been screened into th.e pilot modified priniary 
clasn* 

Ao If It becomes apparent that an error has been 

made in scre^=^ning or that a child has progressed 
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to thr^ extent that \(^. actuallv functioning at 
a l^^ivel vrhic^ in cornron'iurate ^/ith tb.3 Isvel of 
p.o^^t of th':^ cl'^.ilr^ren in a regular first qra'^r^^. he 
v.\ay be tranaf erro''' to a regular first grac^e cla^<^ 
i^efore the enO of ^ '^g 1.^7'^- 7 ^ ncli, .^l 

Pi. If a chilrl remain*^ in t'le pilot clann until the 
end of the school year and is conciderad to be 
able to progress normally in a rc^rralar second 
grader it Trill be recommended that h^ will he 
assianed to a <^econd grade claf^s for the vear 
follo^ving his placement in the nilot modified 
nrimary class. 

If; at the end of 197;>-73 school vear. a child is 
considered to be able to progress normally v/ith a 
regular first gracle but is not considered to be 
ready for .placement in a second grade, it ^7ill be 
recommended that the child vill be assianec! to 
a first grad'^^ class for the year folloiring his 
placement in t-ie ^^ilot modified primary class o 

Do If a child has made sor^2 progress as a result of 
his nlacenent in the modified nrinary class, but 
he is not considered to be canable of functioning 
normally vrith a regular first grade class ^ he may 
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be ^'Ssiyned to a ^'^odifie'^l ^ri^^ary clas^> for at leanst 
a part of the vear folloT*^ina his 'f'-^rst yr^ 

If it br^comes anoarent to the teacher of the m.odifieG 
'•urinary class that a child is not acquiring the *=?kilJ 
desiqnated as a nart of the curriculum for this cla?>.9 
at a rate which TTill allow him to funciton in the 
regular school program unon his releane frort) the 
niodified primary nrogran; he i^ay he referred for 
a special education program designed for children 
v;ho are more severely handicapped than those included 
in th-e Title VI raodified prinary program o The 
child's: ultimate Placement vill be nade on the basio 
of the following criteria: 

lo Di3criminatory in^'^ividual diagnosis vjxll reveal 
nulitiple handicaps to thr> child *s a^ilitv to 
learn .> .^uch diagnosis will be done by apnro-- 
priately trained personnel meeting the criteria 
of the Special 'Education Division in the Alaska 
Department of Education. 

2. The chil'-'^ v^ill demonstrate inability to profit 
from the large group instruction of tb.e Title 
VI- -'^r modified priraary class. 



3. The child vtHI b-^ procesre^'^ for acceptance 
into PP'^cial r.^ucation through the already 
established policies and nroc^dures of 
that department ,, 

4o The child vjill deir.onstrate inability to 

profit from the large groun instruction of 
the modified nrimarv classroom for reasons 
unidGUtlf iable hut of serious enough 
conso.quence to nrovide a serious detriment 
to the learnincT of others « 

^ child's readiness for nlac^rsment in a regular first or 
second grade will be determined on the basis of the 
follovTing criteria 

The child win have developed a pathvray of thinking in 
acnuiring new academic learnings by demonfstrating 
transference of ^'hovr to learn natterns" to learnina 
nevT conce*ots indeoendently « 

B. The child will be reading at least at the average grade 
level of the class in which he will be olaced in the 
traditional program o 

Co The child will demonstrate the written language shills 
of spelling; syntax and composition comparable to 
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perfornance of the class in V7'iich he ^ill 
nlaced in thr=5 reaular orogra^^a 

The child viix denonstrate functional ahilitv 
in contributing to iiscussionS; receiving 
and in.nlenienting directions , and ta]:ing 
dictation at the complexity anpropriate for the 
grade in T/hich he v/ill be nlaced. 

T-hen a child is being considered for transfer fron the 
r:iodified r^rimarv program to a class in the regular school 
nrogram^ at least one coTninercial instrument used in the 
original screening nrocess v^ill he re-admiiiistered . "he 
score on this instrument^ the teacher reconmendation ^ and 
the child -s level of attain:nent ^rith regard to the ^,V.ills 
included in the curriculun outline develoned for the modified 
nrijnary class ^rill be consid-ired in determining the child ' s 
placement. The final decision regarding the child's 
place?nent will be made by the Snecialist in Psychological 
nvaluation. with the annroval of the Project nirector and 
after contacting the child's parents. 

Evaluation 

Durinrr the last three vreehs of the 1972-73 school 
year, the teacher in the nilot class will be re- 



nnonsibie for aclvr.inistorine :^cori:ig ano. rtiiirnjaarising 
results from an alternate forn of at least oh'b of 
the conr^ercial instriiTTients used in th^- screening 
nrocess. The scores obtain^^ vrill be compared ^H^th 
the scores on the t^^sts v.'hich ^'Tere administered at 
the time the children v^ore screened It is 
anticipated that at l3nst G0% of the children ^^ho 
are in the r^ilot modified ")rim.ary class durina the 
entira period from mid^term until the end of the 
197.?- '73 school year vjill have m.ade more than one- 
half vear's gain in the sJcills and behavior measured 
^^y the instrument.. 

Objective ^;j4 

Screen apnroximat^lv 600 kindergarten children in schools 
selected from those included in '\rea C in the Juichorage 
Doroug]i School District for the purpose of assiqninc^ 
aDnroxi.matelv sixty children xrho exhibit evidence of 
notential learning disabilities to four modified primarv 
classes during the 1^73-74 school yearo 

I mn 1 e m.e n t a t i o n 

After the ^ilot modified primary class has been 
selected;, the screening process will be evaluated 
and refined as a result of its use in selecting the 
children for the pilot class so that a n.ore precise 



i^'onti ^-'.cation ^-^sthou will be availahlo for screening 
the I:ino/3rgarten children tt^io vrill he include''' in the 
four TPor" ifisd nrinary classes to be ooerater'^ durincr 
1S73 7'U 

^e±\-^ertn January 1 and Anril 30, 1973, the vin<'~''orgarten 
teachars in selected -schools in Area C of the 
^nchorage Dorough School district, unc7er the direction 
of th^ Hnecialist in Psychological Evaluation and the 
Project Director ; vrill use the screening -orocess 
developed under Objective '-1, and further refined, 
with the liindergarten group or groups for i/hich 
they are responsible o Since one of the aims imnlied 
for the nroject is to develop a model ^^hich can be 
replicated in school districts ^''hich my provide a 
min5,num of special services to support the regular 
teachers in conducting a similar nrogran, the regular 
hindergarten teacher ^rill be responsible for con- 
ducting the screening, scoring any instruments- and 
recording and , summarizing the results. The data 
collected in this manner will be submitted to the 
Specialist in Psychological Evaluation « He v/ill 
interpret the results of the screening process and 
will select, subject to the approval of the T^roject 
Director and after contacting the parents of the 
children, a naximun of fifteen children for each of 



the four modified primary classes which will be 
operated during the 1973-74 school year- These sixty 
children will be chosen from the four pairs of ^Jchools 
ivhich vjill be selected to participate in the Title 
VI-G Project. {Please refer to Objective 

A list of the names of the children who meet the 
screening criteria for being included within the 
program but v/ho are in schools v/hich are not selected 
as project schools will be given to the Area C prin- 
cipals. The principals will be offered assistance 
on an informal basis in establishing modified primary 
classes for these identified children within their 
buildings o They will be invited to attend workshops 
and to allow members of their staff to attend and 
narticipate. They will be provided, upon their re- 
quest^ such materials as sam.Dle copies of forms 
developed for the project? and they will be given the 
information necessary for ordering tests ^ materials, 
and pieces of equipment like those i^rhich are used 
in the Title VI'-G classes. However^ because of 
budgetary limitations, none of these items will be 
supplied in large quantities except for use in the 
modified primary classes which are operated directly 
under Title VI-G. 



rvaluatio n 

Entries in the Project Log will serv-^ a*^ evidence 
tJ-iat th»'=^ r,cr3<^ni''\^ nrocc^ri ir^ tal^incj nlacGo 
f^ v'-.-^ler, of all directions to the kindergarten 
i.r'-.cherSy checklists, and other instruia^ntn will be. 
fileo- The objective ^/ill have been rn'^t T/hen a list 
of the children vrho i/ill he members of the four 
modifi-^d nrimary classes to be organized under Title 
vi-'G for the 1D73- 74 school vear has been filc-d 
vrith the director of Special education for the 
Anchorage Borough School District o 

Objective "-5 

Develon cin outline of areas to be included in the curric- 
ulum to be provided in the Title modified nrimary 
classes and directed toward overcoming the '^inecific 
learning disabilities identified during the scio*'^ning 
and evaluation process. 

Implementation 

Betvreen Ilovember 15, 197?, and 'farch 31 p 1?73, the 
Learning Disabilities Specialist vrill exnand and 
refine the out .line of areas in the curriculum 
which is follovred in the nilot modified nrimary 
class which will bo. onerated under Title VI'-G 
during the second semester of the 197.?-'73 school 



yearr. Curriculum guides, descriDtions of special 
kindergarton and first crade programs, professional 
references in the area of curriculum develonment 
and ijpecific learning disabilities, advertising 
literature and samDles of commercial and teacher- 
made materials designed for use in the primary- 
grades or for children v/ith learning disabilities 
will be obtained. Locally developed curriculum 
guides, particularly those preoared by kindergarten 
and first grade teachers, will be studied ? and 
curriculum committee meetings will be attended by 
members of the project staff whenever possible » 

The material obtained from all these sources will 
be analyzed by th<^. Learning Disabilities Specialist 
and the Project I^irector to determined its relevance 
and usability in a program designed to overcome in 
a regular classroom setting the disabilities 
identified by the assessment procedures developed 
in Objective ^l-l. The outline of the areas in the 
curriculum will be related to the specific learning 
disability characteristics which are identified 
under Objective ill and will be consistent with the 
tasks children are expected to perform during the 
screening process and with the items which are 
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inclur'.or^. on t^e screeninq instruments.. In dsvc^lonino 
the outline of curricu.lun areas r the L^r^arnina 
Disabiliti^.:; Specialist ^yill attsr-ot to ':^l3tnr^*r^ine 
(1) tho '^necific s3cill deficits Vfhich cause tf^achers 
to identify children as having potential learning 
disabiliti^.s ; (2) th^ S"f^ecific s?^:ill^ vrhich firot 
grad'^ teachers consid-ar to be necGsr?ary nrereauisite'^> 
to .cuccesf^ in fir^^t grade ^ and (3) cartain x^iatorials 
and activities vrhich have been designed or developed 
to alleviate the skill deficits recogni'^^ed in 
Irindergarten and to provide the shills xjhich are 
nece'^sary for success in a regular first gra^'^e class. 

The curriculum outline vrill include suggested 
activities, raaterials, and eguipment vrhich could 
appronriately be used in a regular classroom at 
the primary level for ovnrcoming the disah^ilities 
identified by raeans of the screening process.. The 
activities; materials and equipment vrill be categorized 
according to the tash.n and test items used in the 
scroening process o 

Evaluation . 

Project. Log entries and evidence that the curriculum 
guides program descriptions, references, advertising 
literature, and sar.ples of materials are being acauired 
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V7ill document rrogresa to'/ard attaininq this o'^iective „ ■ 
"^h^. objective will havo be-^n attained vrhen a co^ ' of 
t'-i.e curriculuni outline has be^n r^ubmittec! to '- i.e 
Direc tor of Special Education for the ''WchnrxKiO 
^orough School District , 

Objective 

Provide in ■ -service training for five regular nrimary 
teachers who v/ill he assignerT to modifis'? nri^^ary clas<?es, 

Imolementation 

Prior to ^larch 15, 1073, the names of the four teachers 
\7ho will be responsible for the Title VI-G nodified 
urinary grounn during 1973--7/I vrill be given to the 
Project Director by the Director of Snecial education 
for the Anchorage Borough School District, During 
Anril and lay, 1973, a regular series of xrarkshops, 
informal contacts., and group discussion r)eriods v/ith 
these teachers and v/ith the teacher of the pilot 
modified nrimary class v;ill be arranged by the 
Learning Disabilities Specialist, r-'ho is responsible 
for developing th<= snecial curriculum for the identified 
ciiildren and for trainina the teachers in its innle-- 
mentation. The amount of $^.00 has been included in 
the budget to provide substitutes to release these 



five teachers for ruux. Utr^i€ uays tc^ attend t-r^^inina 
sessions and to work with the Learning Disabilities 
Specialist. Cth-^r cc:n'Lat_;Ls t.ti 1 1 He made with the 
teachers in their own. classrooms and during after- 
school meetings 0 General topics to be covered will 
include: 

A« The rationale for the program 

B„ The process by which the target children were 
selected 

C. The process by which the special curriculum 
was developed 

D. The screen ing and assessment process and 
administration and interpretation of diagnostic 
instruments 

E„ Planning and carrying out individual educational 
nrescrintions v/ithin a regular classroom 

F. The availability and use of materials and 
equipment for providing the special curriculum 
developed for the project and for implementing 
an individualized diagnostic-prescriptive 
program for children with potential learning 
disabilities 

G. I'Tays in which teachers can adapt or construct 
materials to be used in the modified primary 
classrooms 
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H.. '.Che pxDce^s by v^hich the oroject and the 
children in the nrojsct will be evaluated. 

Evaliiatior. 

Copies of the Project Log entries, aaendas of in- 
.<3ervice training meetinrrs , memos , and other instruc- 
tions provided for the primary teachers v/ho will be 
assigned to the Title VI--G modified prijnary classes 
v;ill be kept on file. When this material indicates 
that the topics listed under ''Implementation'' have 
been covered the objective V7ill have been met. 

1973-74 
(Objective #7 

Onerate four modified primary classes within Area C of the 
Anchorage Borough School District in which the curriculum 
outline developed under Objective #5 will be follox>;ed and 
in which individually prescribed educational programs will 
be provided within the areas of the curriculum outline, 

Imnlementation 

The schools in Area C will be paired in the following 
manner ? 
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Ainort Height- 
Williv7aw 

II 

VTondcr Par]: 
Mountain View 

IV 

Ptarmigan 
Chester Valley 



Crfteltsido Park 
''uldoon 

V 

^Tunaka Valley 
CollGge Gate 



VI VII 
BirchV7ood HomGstead 
chugiak Eagle River 



On the basis of the responses of the Area C principal 
on the questionnaires submitted to thorn in November, 
1972, four nairs of schools v^ill be selected to 
• participate in the Title VI- G modified primary 
project c (Please refer to Objective #3.) One 
building in each of the four pairs ^.^ill be selected 
for the location of a modified primary class to be 
operated during the 1973-74 school year„ 

Relpcatables will be provided, if necessary, at the 
selected buildings to insure classroom space. The 
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modified oriraary group vzill not necessarily be 
assigned to the relocatable building. It will be 
the principal'? option to assign the modified pri^^ary 
class to the relocatable or to assign the class to 
the main' building and use the relocatable for some 
other segment of the regular school program = 

A maxim.um of fifteen children in each of the four 
pairs of schools chosen to participate in the project 
will be assigned to the modified primary classes on 
the basis of the results of the screening process 
which was developed under Objective -^1 and used in the 
Area C kindergartens between January and April, 1973. 
In the event that some of the children ijho were 
selected during the spring of 197 3 do not return 
in the fall or are not actually assigned to the 
modified primary classes, their places v;ill he filled 
by other eligible children who were identified during 
the kindergarten screeninq or by children in first 
grade x^ho have been recommended by their teachers 
and i7ho meet the criteria for being included in the 
modified nrimarv classes. Although the salary of 
the Specialise in Psychological Evaluation will not 
be paid from Title VI- G funds during the second vear 
of the project;, he will be responsible for selecting, 
with the approval of the Project Director, and after 



contacting the parents, the children who will fill 
vacancies in the classes as they occur. 

The teachers who participated in the in-service 
training sessions during April and riay, 1973, v/ilJ 
be assigned to the modified primary classes. The 
outline of the areas in the curriculum vrhich was 
developed under Objective #5 will be the curriculum 
guide for these classes, and the materials and 
equipment nrovided will be selected for apprapr-i aL':iiAe55s 
in relation to the curriculum outline and for utility 
as components in individual educational prescriptions » 

During September, 1973, each teacher of a modified 
primary class, with the assistance of the Specialist 
in Psychological Evaluation and the Project Director, 
will be responsible for making an individual educa- 
tional diagnosis of every child in her class and for 
developing ^ with the assistance of the Learning 
Disabilities Specialist, an educational prescription 
which is consistent with the diagnosis and the curric- 
ulum outline • The individual teachers in the classes 
v;ill be responsible for analyzing the results of the 
screening process for each child individually and for 
using further formal and informal diagnostic procedures 
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Records vrill bo kept on forms to be provided hy the 
project staff, They will indicate the results on any 
Dsycholoqical or educational tests which are admin- 
istered, the educational prescription developed for 
each child ^ and the child's progress in the areas in 
his individual r^rogramc 

The Learning Disabilities Snecialist will be responsibl 
for conducting regular meetings with the project 
teachers throughout the 197 3-74 school year. The 
teachers vrill be contacted individually and in groups 
for th'-^^ purpose of assisting them in following the 
curriculum outline and in selecting and using the 
suggested activities and materials in planning and 
follov/ing a program for each child directed toward 
his identified needs, thereby providing an intensive, 
sequential educational program in areas of identified 
deficit while utilizing each child's individual 
strengths o The Learning Disabilities specialist will 
snend the equivalent of one day per week in each of 
the four modified nrimary classrooms working x^rith the 
teacher. Although the teacher vjill have the direct 
responsibility for teaching the children, the Learning 
Disabilities Specialist may, from time to time, work 
with a child or a group of children for the purpose 
of trying out or demonstrating some material or 
technique . 
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Upon comnlGtion of the Center of Learner Assistance,^ 
one room in that building v^ill be f^esignated for the 
use of the Title VI G Projecto Each of the modified 
nrimary classes Vsrill be assigned to the roon in the 
Center for Learner Assistance for approxima '..ely one- 
fourth of the time remaining between the completion 
date for the Center and the end of the 1973-74 school 
year. Allowing each modified prim-'ry class to sr)end 
a portion of the year housed in the Center for Learner 
Assistance vjill serve the foliov;ing purposes ^ 

A, Personnel and facilities for intensive diagnosis 
will be readily available either within the 
Center or from, the nearby Alaska Treatment 
Center 

Bo The teacher-training component of the replicatif 
strategy can be enhanced by oroviding oppor- 
tunities for personnel p both from within and 
outside of the Anchorage Borough School 
District, to observe the Title VI-G modified 
primary classes in action in a facility which 
is designed to allov; such observation with a 
minimum of distraction and interference with 
classroom procedures c 

Co The four grouns will 3hare approximately 

equally in the responsibility for serving as 
a model for observation by university students 



and personnel from other schools in v/hich the 
model may be renlicated. - 
n„ Pieces of GquinTnent v^hich are not usually avail-- 
able in a regular school may be u^ed for a 
brief period, to determine their value for pri-- 
mary children with a potential for learning 
disability. . Thi'B information vin No usoful in 
advising personnel from schools in which the 
modified nrimary program will be replicated. 
It is anticipated that the block of time which each 
class spends in the Center for L<?^arner Assistance will 
serve as an intensive diagnostic period so that by the 
time a child leaves the modified primary program, it 
will be possible to direct him toward the most 
desirable kind of placement and provide extensive 
information v/hich will contribute tovrard ODtimum 
educational planning in the future. 

Precise diagnostic data will be collected on all the 
children selected for the modified primary classes 
at least during the first full year the program is in 
operation c The results of informal screening 
procedures develOT>ed for this project can then be 
compared vrith widely used and commonly ;*ooepted 
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instruments as a chock on the accuracy of the locally 
dev^looed screening process. . Appropriate diagnostic 
instruments could include: y 
A= Basic Concept Inventory 

B.. Beerv-Buhtenica Dovelopmontal Test of Visual- 
iiotor Integration 

Bendar Visual - .-Jotor -^estalt Test 

D. Detroit Tests of Learnino Aptitude 

E. . Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty 

F. Frostig Developmental Test of Visual Perception 
Go Goldman-Fristoe - IToodcock Auditory 

Discrimination Test 

H. noo<.tenoug.h- Karris Drawing Test 

I. Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities 
J- Mills Learning Methods Test 

K.. ?Iorthwestern Syntax Screening Test 

Lo Peabody Pictur?. Vocabulary Test 

'I. Preschool Language Scale 

N. ^-^echsler Preschool and Primary Scale of 

Intelligence 
O. Wepman Auditory Discrimination Test 
P, l?ide Range Achievement Test 

In addition to the formal evaluation provided while 
a child is attending school in the Center, contin- 
uous informal diagnosis will be possible as a part 
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of the tcachin-*^ r^rocoss hocause of the limited class 
size. \t any time <'luring the year; the teacher may 
refer for further diagnosis any child for whom the 
curriculum in the modified primary class seems to 
be inappropriate. Referrals vrill be made to the 
Project Director, who v/ill arrange for an intensive 
diagnosis through the Psychology Department and/or 
other personnel in the Anchorage Borough School 
District' Darticularlv individuals on the staff of the 
Center for Learner Assistance ^'ho have snecial 
training in the diagnosis and remediation of learning 
disabilities and related disorders. 

After a child has been screened into the Title VI-^^ 
modified primary program; the following placement 
options will be available^ 
A, If it becomes apparent that an error has been 
made in screening or that a child has orogressed 
during the summer to the extent that he is act- 
ually functioning at a level v/hich is commensurate 
with the level of average beginning first graders, 
he may be enrolled in a regular first grade 
rather than a modified primary class. 
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If, after being placed in a modified primary 
class, it becox<iGS anparent that a child has 
progressad to the extent that he is able to 
succeed in a recular first grade, ne may be 
transferred to a regular first qrade class « 

If a child remains in a modified r^rimarv 
class until the end of the school year and is 
considered to be able to progress normally in 
a regular second arade, it vrill he recommended 
that he will be assigned to a second grade 
class for the year following his placement 
in a modified primary class,. 

If ^ at the end of the 1973-74 school year,, a 
child is considered to be able to ^^rogress 
normally v;ith a regular first grade, but is 
not considered to be ready for placement in 
a second grade, it v/ill be recommended that- 
the child V7ill be assigned to a first grade 
class the year following his placement in a • 
modified primary class « 

If a child has made some progress as a result 
of his placement in a modified primary class, 
but he is not considered to be capable of 
functioning normally vjith a regular first 
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grade class ; he ^nay be assignsd to a modified 
primary class for at least a part of the year 
following his first year in a modified pri- 
mary class o 

If it becomes apparent to the teacher of, 
the modified primary Claris that a child is 
not acquiring the skills desianated as a 
part of the curriculxim for this class at a 
rate vrhich tjill allovr him to function in the 
regular school prograri upon his dismissal 
from the m.odified nrimary program, he mav 
be referred for a special education program 
designed for childr<=5n who are more severely 
handicapped than those included in the Title 
Vl-G modified primary program- The child's 
ultimate nlacoment will be made on the basis 
of the folloTving criteria: 

1. Discriminatory individual diagnosis 
will reveal multiple handicaps to the 
child's ability to learn « Such diag- 
nosisvwill be done by appropriately 
trained personnel meeting the criteria 
of the Special Education Division in 
in the Alaska Department of Education « 
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2. The child vdll demonstrate inability 
to nrofit from the large croup 
instruction of the Title VI-G 
modified class. 

3. The child will he processed for 
accentance into ^necial Education 
through the already established 
policies and nrocedures of that 
departments 

4. ^he child will demonstrate inability 
to profit from the large group 
instruction of the modified primary 
classroom for reasons unidentifiable 
but of serious enough conseauence to 
to provide a serious detriment to the 
learning of others o 

During the last three v/eeks in 'lay, 1974, at least 
one commercial test selected from those which were 
administered during the screening nrocess will be 
readninistered to the children in the modified pri- 
mary classes. After a-^ministering and. scoring these 
tests and summarising the results, the teachers of the 
Title VI-G modified primary classes vdll be asJ^ed to 
recommend a placement for each child in the class 
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for the 1?7^1 75 school year. The Specialist in 
Psychological Fvaluation T-»ill consider the teachsrs ' 
and parents' recommendations, the results of t'^sts 
adininist-^red to the child, and any other pertinent 
information in determining, subject to the approval of 
the Project Director, each child's placement for the 
beginning of the 1974-75 school year. 

A child's readiness for placement in a regular first or 
second grade will be determined on the basis of the 
follo'-7ing criteria.' 

A. The child will ha\7e developed a pathway of 
thinking in acquirina new academic learnings 
by demonstrating transference of ''how to learn 
patterns" to learning new concepts independently. 

B. The child will be reading at least at the average 
■ grade level of tv-e class in which ha will be 

placed in the traditional progrp.m« 

C. The child will demonstrate the written language 
skills of spelling, syntax and composition 
comparable to performance of the class in which 
he will be placed in the regular program. 
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D. The child will demonstrate functional 
ability in contributing to discussions ^ 
receiving anr^ implementing directions, and 
taking dictation at the comnlexitv appro- 
nriate for the grade in v;hich he will be 
nlaced. 

Evaluation 

TUthin the first three weeks of the 1^73-74 school 
year, all children who were identified during their 
kindergarten year as potentially learning disabled 
will be given a commercial first-grade readiness test 
by the teachers of the modified primary classes under 
the direction of the Specialist in Psychological 
Evaluation. The same readiness test or a different 
form of that test will be administered by the teachers 
in the modifie*^ Drim,ary rooms during the last four 
weeks of the 1973'-74 school year. Each teacher will be 
responsible for scoring the tests and summarizing the 
pre-test and nosH-test results^ which vrill be analyzed 
by the mem.bers of the project staffs The Title VI-G 
modified primary proqram will be considered to have 
been successful if 80?; of the children who have been 
in the program during the entire school year have 
raised their scores by the number of points ec -Ivalent 
to one standard deviation in the scores obtained by 
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the Donulation unon which the national norms for the 
instrument were comnuted « The nre-test scores v/ill 
also serve as an indicator of the discriminatorv 
ability of the assessment procedures utilised in 
kindergarten and as evidence that the children se- 
lected for the rnodified primary classes are at at 
lower level of readiness than is generally expected 
for children entering first grade » 

Objective , 

Cooperate ^-rith the Alaska Department of Education in 
informing potential replication dlstriofc? connorniucj 
screening procedures for locating children with poten- 
tial learning disabilities at the kindergarten or 
beginning first grade level and. operating modified primary 
classes desianed to alleviate specific learning disabil- 
ities. 

Implementation ... 

Begiianing in December r 1972, a series of articles 
describing the progress of the Title VI-G Project 
will be published in the Dean ^ a monthly newsletter 
circulated by the Maska Department of Education, 
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The first of these articles will be nrenared by the 
Project Director and will pr(-s£nt background infor- 
mation concerning Title VI-g,, ESEA, and some of the 
prelininary activities which have taken place. The 
second article will be nreoared by the Specialist in 
Psychological Evaluation and will describe the 
screening and diagnostic nroces3= In the third 
article the Learning Disabilities Specialist will 
discuss efforts to assist teachers in providing 
individualized educational prescriptions „ The final 
article will be prepared by the Chief of the Division 
for Special Education in the Alaska Department of 
Education,. He will describe the potential :f or rep- 
lication and will invite interested districts to 
contact him regarding their olans for establishing 
similar prograniSo 

In late April or early May, 1973, personnel in school 
districts where an interest in the project is evident 
and where replication miaht be feasible vtill se 
invited to observe the pilot modified primary class 
and to disciass the Title VI-G program with the project 
staff in a sustained three-day workshop. This work- 
••shop will be jointly sponsored by the Alaska Department 
of Education and the Title VI-G staff. 
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A. logiccii group of schools to be invited to partic- 
nate would be those within the service area of the 

operated by the Anchorage Borough School 
District, or they might be selected from :a list of 
urban or semi-urban districts v/hich v/oulcS include the 
following communities! 

Ao Fairbanks 
Bo Juneau 
Co Eenai 
Do Ketchikan 
E. Eodiak 

P. ^latanuska^-Susitna Valley 
Go IPetershurg 
H. Sitka 

The workshop will involve anproximatel^ twenty-four 
neopla and will generally include a meMb^r of the 
admini^rative staffs a spediial educator", and a 
regular first grade teacher from each of the schools 
invited to participate o It is expected that the 
districts which accept an invitation to attend the 
workshop will bear some of the costs such as providing 
funds to cover som.e of the expenses of their partic- 
pants. However, the Alaska Department of Education 



v^ill encourage particination by providing some 
additional money « The agenda will include sections 
during ^^hich the members of the Title VI-G staff 
will explain and discuss their contribution to the 
dovelonment of the project , The Specialist in 
Psychological Evaluation will discuss the utilization 
of the screening process developed for the modified 
primary program « The Learning Disabilities: Specialist 
will be resDOnsible for nresenting an overview of the 
curriculum to be followed in the modified primary 
clasrsGS and the development of individual educational 
prescriptions within the framev/ork- of the curriculum 
outline. The Project Director will discuss admin-- 
istrative aspects of the program such as teacher 
qualifications;^ snace requirements, and class sizeo 

During the v7orkshop> participants v/ill have an oppor- 
tunity to develop a xvritten replication plan which 
will be submitted to the Chief of the Division of 
Special Education in the Alaska Department of 
Education o 

By the end of the three-day workshop, the Chief of 
the Divirdon of Special Education vrill have selected 
up to eight school districts which seem to have 
feasible replication potentials These districts will 
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be strongly encouraged through foundation suoport 
-and possibly by ^eans of some extra state funding 
in their efforts to establish classes modeled upon 
those develcnned ainid operated in Anchorage under 
title VI-G. 

during the first semester of the second year of the 
project, personnel in the districts in v/hich the 
TTtodel is beinrr x^licated be scheduled singly or 

in grouos to visLt the modified primary classes in. 
^arnchorage and confer vrith the Title VI-G staff for 
assistance in establxshing similar classes • During 
the second semester of 1973-74, members of the project 
staff nay be calledi uDon by the Alaska Department of 
Education to visit the replication districts to offer 
'OH'-'site assistancB and to aid the Department of 
Education in it? monitoring function. Funds for these 
visits bv replication personnel and the project staff 
will be supplied by the replication districts and/or 
the Department of education « 

Evaluation 

Copies of the articles submitted to the Dean, the 
agenda of the vjorkshop to be held in th^ spring of 
1973, and exam^jles of materials supplied to personnel 
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in the replication districts wiXl be kept on file to 
serve as evidence that thesB activities are taking 
place . 

Copies of the plans submitted the districts chosen 
for replication and the mHmar.3.rid.unis of agreement 
betv7een the Alaska Depantmsr^ ^: Education and the 
replication districts will .;i©plied to the Project 
Director to be included in .arj' evaluation reports . 

Records sumnarizing the ac+^i^rtres during observation 
and monitoring visits v7iH:lie maintained „ 



III, Coordination with. Significant ^cs3K-i.-nss 

A, The Anchorage Borough School iB-strict will provide 
office space for the nrojscr .sx^f and space in the - 
form of classrooms or relocatahiies for the modified 
primary classes-. 

Bo Through state special education foundation funding, 
the Anchorage Borough School -ISislirict will provide 
the salary for one teacher for ±he second semester of 
1972-73 and for four teachers for the 1973-74 school 
vear „ 
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C, The services of the Associate Special Education 
Instructional i^.aterials Center operated by the 
Anchorage Borough School District will be avail- 
able to aid the project staff in locating and 
examining appropriate materials and equipment 
for the project „ 

Dc The Alaska Dapartmont of Education in cooperation 
v/ith the 2lnchorage Borough School District will 
implement the replication strategy proposed for 
this grant.. Consultants from the State Department 
of Education will be working with all school districts 
replicating the proposed model « Some funds v/ill be 
provided by the State Department of Education, and 
consultants from the Department will work with the 
the project staff and personnel in the replication 
districts « 

The University of Maska, Department of Special 
Education, may be consulted regarding the evaluation 
process and training teachers to vrork with young 
children who may have learning disabilities. 

The library facilities at the University of Alaska 
have been raade available for the use of the project 
staff in doing research connected with this proposal, 
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IV, Problems Anticipated 

Ao It is probable that many more children will be recom- 
mended for the modified primary classes than can be 
accommodated in the four classes of fifteen children 
each proposed for this project. It will be extremely 
difficult to refuse to include children who need help 
when the classes are fullc 

B. Interest in replicating the nroject may be generated 
more ranidly than the staff can responds The first 
duty of the staff members will be to assist those 
districts selected by the laska Department of Education 
for replication. Yet there may be several schools in 
the Anchorage District or in other communities in Alaska 
where teachers and administrators are eager to start 
classes similar to the Title VI-G modified primary 
classes. The project staff may be expected to respond 
to their requests for assistance before many of the 
problems in establishing and operating the modified 
primary classes have been resolved, 

Co The modol devcloned in Anchorage may require consider-- 
able adaptation to make it appropriate for other 
districts in Alaska because of extreme differences in 
culture ; geography and resources available. 
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Monitoring System 

The Project Log and the Schedule of Activities will serve 
as the primary monitoring instrunents « In January and June 
of each of the two years of the project ^ the Project Director 
will file vrith the Director of Snecial Education for the 
Anchorage Borough School District a statement surmarizing the 
contents of the Log and relating the activities described 
to the Schedule of Activities. 

Informal conferences V7ill be held from time to time with 
the Chief of the Division of F^pecial Education in the ^^lasha 
Department of ^^ducation when he is available in Anchorage. 
During these conferences the Divirj.on Chief will be informed 
regarding the progress of the project. 
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VII . Oisser^ination 

T^our articles describing the project will be published in the 
Dean, v^hich is circulated by the Tilaska Deoartn>.ent of Educ- 
ation r as a part of the replication strategy « 

A videotape made by Dr^ Jeanne ''cCarthy and Mr. Prank King 
on the first technical assistance visit to the nroject will 
be shown to various groups as a means of Presenting back^ 
ground information concerning Title VI~G, learning disabilities 
and the Anchorage Project. 

The Title VI- -Ct staff will cooperate x^rith the Publicity 
Department for the Anchorage Borough School District in 
providing materials for television and radio broadcasts 
and nevjspaper articles , 

Fy the end of the project, July 31, 1974, the Project Pirector 
V7ill provide the Director of Special Education of the Anchoracre 
Borough School District and the Chief of the Division of 
Special Education in the Alaska apartment of Education v;ith 
a copy of the project proposal, all monitoring statements, 
and the evaluation summary for the project for further dis- 
semination. 
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Schools in Area C of tlie. 
Anchorago Borough Sctxx>l D5.stilct 

Tvirport Heights 

Che?:;ter Valley 
Chugiak 
Co3Jege Gate 
Croekside Par)-: 
Eagle River 
Homestead 
I'^oxmtain View 
MOldoon 
^■[unajca Valley 
Ptarmigan 
Wiiliwaw 
Wonder Pork 



